
Mandatory Best Practice





The City of San Marcos is closely monitoring recommendations put forth by the CDC and 
Governor Abbott’s ofϐice. This document will serve as an addendum to our Parent Handbook, 
acknowledging speciϐic protocols that we are implementing for our 2021 summer camp 
programs in relation to the situation with COVID-19. We will continue to evaluate the 

recommendations and will make adjustments as needed.

Addendum to Summer Fun & Discovery Camp 
Parent Handbooks - May 24, 2021





Screening

staff should monitor their health and not report
to the program if they exhibit any symptom of 
covid-19. Staff are required to immediately 
notify their supervisor if they exhibit covid-19

symptoms.

Symptoms include:
Fever (100.4+), dFever (100.4+), dry cough, chills, repeated
shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache,
sore throat, new loss of taste or smell

and difficulty breathing or 
shortness of breath.

Parents/guardians must remain in their vehicles 
during drop-off/pick-up. Staff will greet the camper, 
complete the health screening, and escort the child 

inside once cleared to attend.

Staff and campers are encouraged to wear
face masks during camp hours.

Parents/guardians should monitor the health 
of their children and not send them to the 
program if they exhibit any symptom of 
COVID-19. They should seek COVID-19 testing 
promptly and report results to the program 
given the implications for other children, 

ffamilies, and staff. Individuals aged 65 or older 
are at a higher risk of COVID-19. Parents should 
protect any vulnerable persons who are
members of the same household or come into 
frequent, close contact with infants, 
children and youth who attend child care 
centers, schools, or youth camps. 

Helpful resources:
open.texas.gov
cdc.gov
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“All of these factors mean that while certain precautions against the spread of COVID-19 can and will be
applied to schools, child care centers, and youth camps, the infection control measures that can be put in
place in these settings will differ from those that are suitable for other social, business and commercial

settings.” - quoted from the Checklist for Day Youth Camp Operators and Staff provided by Governor Abbott’s 
ofϐice (as of March 10, 2021).

Helpful resources:
open.texas.gov
cdc.gov Addendum to Summer Fun & Discovery Camp 

Parent Handbooks - May 24, 2021
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While At
Camp

Staff and campers will be split into groups that will 
remain consistent for the week.

Parents/guardians may not visit during camp hours. 
Parents/guardians will only be allowed onsite
during drop-off/pick-up and must remain

in their vehicle.

Campers will be spaced out as much as possible, 
with no more than four campers per table.

Field trips will be limited. 

Hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, and soap and 
water will be readily available throughout camp.

Mixing between groups will be restricted as 
much as possible.

Six feet of distance will be maintained 
when possible.

Staff/Camper groups will remain as consistent 
as possible for the duration of the summer. 
This will vary some based on weekly 

attendance.
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“While the risk of serious illness or loss of life is greatest in those 65 years of age or older with pre-existing 
health conditions, persons in every age group can become infected with COVID-19 and some may become 
seriously ill or even die. We should all be thankful that, with rare exceptions, COVID-19 is not claiming 

the lives of our children. However, we can never forget that a child with a mild or even asymptomatic case of 
COVID-19 can spread that infection to others who may be far more vulnerable.” - quoted from the Checklist for 

Day Youth Camp Operators and Staff provided by Governor Abbott’s ofϐice (as of March 10, 2021).

Addendum to Summer Fun & Discovery Camp 
Parent Handbooks - May 24, 2021

Helpful resources:
open.texas.gov
cdc.gov

Sick 
Campers 
or staff

 Isolate staff or campers exhibiting new or 
worsening signs or symptoms of possible COVID-19 
and contact Cindy Conyers, who will contact the 

local health department. 

 Do not allow staff or campers with the new or
worsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19 to return

to camp until: 

 In the case of a staff or camper who was diagnosed 
with COVID-19, the individual may return when all three 

of the following criteria are met: 
at least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery
(resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing
medicmedications); and the individual has improvement in 
symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and at least 
10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared; Or

In the case of a staff or camper who has symptoms that 
could be COVID-19 and does not get evaluated by a
medical professional or tested for COVID-19, the
individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the
individual mindividual may not return until the individual has

completed the same three-step criteria listed above; Or

If the staffer has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and
wants to return to work beforecompleting the above
self-isolation period, the individual must obtain a
medical professionamedical professional’s note clearing the individual for 
return based on a negative nucleic-acid COVID-19 test 

and an alternative diagnosis.

 Staff or campers exhibiting new or 
worsening symptoms of possible COVID-19 
should receive a nucleic acid-based COVID-19 
test. Find TX COVID-19 Test Collection Sites 
online, contact the local health department 
for testing, or see a health care provider. 
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“...such recommended protective measures that we can expect from adults are, for a variety of reasons, simply 
not possible for infants, children and youth to practice in schools, child care centers, and youth camps. In some 
cases, the child will be too young to understand and practice these precautions. We cannot, for example,

expect a group of toddlers or schoolchildren not to engage in interactive play or share toys.” - quoted from the 
Checklist for Day Youth Camp Operators and Staff provided by Governor Abbott’s ofϐice (as of March 10, 2021).

Addendum to Summer Fun & Discovery Camp 
Parent Handbooks - May 24, 2021

Helpful resources:
open.texas.gov
cdc.gov


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Cleaning 
and Hygiene 

Campers and Staff will wash their hands immediately 
upon entry, before/after eating, and

between activities.

Communal spaces will be limited as campers will be 
split into groups and those groups wil stay within 
designated areas. Spaces will be cleaned

on a daily basis.

Shared items will be cleaned and disinfected between 
uses. Additional items that are not necessary to the 
camp experience will not be permitted. These items 
include, but are not limited to: blankets, toys, games.

Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and 
disinfected on a daily basis. Examples of frequently 
touched surfaces include: tables, chairs, door 
handles, hand railings, and faucets. 

Campers and staff will frequently wash their 
hands or use hand sanitizer.

Cleaning and disinfecting of the space will be 
completed on multiple occasions throughout 

the day. 

When possible, we will assign items to campers 
to reduce the quantity of shared items. 

Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to 
refer to the parent handbook to identify which 
items are needed for camp and which should 

stay home.

Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned 
and disinfected multiple times throughout 

each day. 
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